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MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

Each person who decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at the meeting is advised that the 
person may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which such appeal is to 
be based. 

 
BELLA VIDA 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
 

The regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Bella Vida Community 
Development District was held on Tuesday, May 09, 2017 at 4:11 p.m. at the office of Rizzetta 
& Company, Inc., located at 9530 Marketplace Road, Suite 206, Fort Myers, FL 33912.  
 
Present and constituting a quorum:  

 
 Sarona Weyant   Board Supervisor, Chairman 
 Erik Sandsmark  Board Supervisor, Vice Chairman 

Jim Benafel   Board Supervisor, Assistant Secretary 
 John Krantz   Board Supervisor, Assistant Secretary 
 Mary Ann Sipos  Board Supervisor, Assistant Secretary 
 
Also present were:  
 

Belinda Blandon  District Manager, Rizzetta & Company, Inc. 
 Jere Earlywine   District Counsel, Hopping Green & Sams, P.A. 

Audience 
 
FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS   Call to Order 
 
 Ms. Blandon called the meeting to order and read roll call.  
 
SECOND ORDER OF BUSINESS   Public Comment 
 
 Ms. Blandon opened the floor to public comments.  
 
 Ms. Milewski addressed the Board regarding spike rush within the lakes. Mr. Sandsmark 
responded. Ms. Milewski also addressed 46 percent of the budget being spent on administrative 
costs; she further inquired regarding disbanding of the CDD. Mr. Roberts inquired regarding the 
election of Supervisors. Mr. Earlywine responded. Mr. Roberts inquired regarding plantings within 
additional lakes. Mr. Sandsmark provided a response. Mr. Roberts addressed residents removing 
trees from the preserve and planting flower beds within the preserve. 
 
Ms. Blandon stated for the record that Ms. Weyant joined the meeting in progress at 4:23 p.m. 
 
 Mr. Sandsmark responded regarding plantings within the preserve. A resident advised that 
replanting has occurred within the lakes. Mr. Krantz addressed the audience regarding lake 
plantings. He suggested he would like a legal opinion on removal of the spike rush. A resident 
inquired regarding replenishing the water within the lakes. Discussion ensued. Ms. Weyant 
addressed the residents regarding lake levels. 
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THIRD ORDER OF BUSINESS Consideration of the Minutes of the Board 

of Supervisors’ Meeting held on February 
14, 2017 

 
Ms. Blandon presented the Minutes of the Board of Supervisors Meeting held on February 

14, 2017. She asked if there were any revisions to the Minutes. There were none. 
 

On a Motion by Ms. Weyant, seconded by Ms. Sipos, with all in favor, the Board Approved the 
Minutes of the Board of Supervisors’ Meeting held on February 14, 2017, for the Bella Vida 
Community Development District. 

 
FOURTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Consideration of the Operations and 

Maintenance Expenditures for the Months 
of January, February, and March 2017 

 
 Ms. Blandon reviewed the expenditures for the period of January 1-31, 2017 which total 
$13,470.59, the period of February 1-28, 2017 which total $12,767.84, and the period of March 1-
31, 2017 which total $13,247.84. She asked if there were any questions regarding any item of 
expenditure. Mr. Krantz inquired regarding a credit against the current bill for legal services. Mr. 
Earlywine advised the credit is being recognized in the current billing. Discussion ensued.  

 
On a Motion by Mr. Benafel, seconded by Mr. Sandsmark, with all in favor, the Board Approved 
the Operations and Maintenance Expenditures for the Months of January 2017 ($13,470.59), 
February 2017 ($12,767.84), and March 2017 ($13,247.84), for the Bella Vida Community 
Development District. 

 
FIFTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Consideration of Audit for Fiscal Year End 

September 30, 2016 as Prepared by Grau 
& Associates 

 
 Ms. Blandon provided an overview of the audit for fiscal year end September 30, 2016 as 
prepared by Grau & Associates and asked if there were any questions. Discussion ensued. 

  
On a Motion by Mr. Krantz, seconded by Ms. Weyant, with all in favor, the Board Accepted the 
Audit for Fiscal Year End September 30, 2016 as Prepared by Grau & Associates, for the Bella 
Vida Community Development District. 

 
SIXTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Presentation of the Proposed Budget for 

Fiscal Year 2017/2018 
 
 Ms. Blandon provided an overview of the proposed budget outlining the item expected to 
increase from the current year. Discussion ensued regarding landscaping of the Valle Santa 
installations to create a buffer. Further discussion ensued regarding the debt service schedule and 
the true-up paid by Brookwood Bella Vida. 
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On a Motion by Mr. Sandsmark, seconded by Ms. Sipos, with all in favor, the Board Approved 
the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2017/2018, for the Bella Vida Community Development 
District. 

 
SEVENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Consideration of Resolution 2017-04, 

Approving a Proposed Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2017/2018 and Setting a Public 
Hearing Thereon 

 
 Ms. Blandon presented the resolution advising this would formally set the public hearing on 
the final budget. Mr. Earlywine provided an overview of the budget adoption process. Discussion 
ensued regarding the location for the public hearing. 
 
On a Motion by Ms. Weyant, seconded by Mr. Krantz, with all in favor, the Board Adopted 
Resolution 2017-04, Approving a Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2017/2018 and Setting a 
Public Hearing Thereon for Tuesday, August 8, 2017 at 4:30 p.m., to be held at the Bella Vida 
Clubhouse, located at 3427 Malagrotta Circle, Cape Coral, Florida 33909, for the Bella Vida 
Community Development District. 

 
EIGHTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Staff Reports 
 

A. District Counsel 
Mr. Earlywine advised he had no report. There were no questions for 
counsel. 
 

B. District Engineer 
Not present. Ms. Blandon advised she has been unable to communicate 
with the District Engineer and she asked if the Board would like to change 
Engineering Firms in light of the growing list of engineering items. Mr. 
Earlywine provided an overview of the CCNA process in order to seek out 
a new District Engineer. Mr. Earlywine read into the record the Criteria 
for the RFQ for District Engineering Services. Ms. Weyant requested that 
Ms. Blandon reach out to the principle of Banks Engineering to inquire 
regarding the pressing issues and also publish an RFQ for District 
Engineering Services. Discussion ensued regarding trimming of the spike 
rush in two lakes. Mr. Earlywine read the RFQ Criteria into the record. 

 
On a Motion by Mr. Krantz, seconded by Ms. Weyant, with all in favor, the Board Authorized an 
RFQ Utilizing the Criteria as Read into the Record, for the Bella Vida Community Development 
District. 

 
Discussion ensued regarding discussion with the current Engineering firm. 
 
 
 
 
 






